


Global Warming Policy Foundation

• Founded in 2009 by Lord Lawson and Dr Benny Peiser
• All-party & non-party think tank and educational charity 

with cross-party support
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Global Warming Policy Foundation

• Lord Lawson (Chairman) - Secretary of State for Energy 1981-83, 
Chancellor of the Exchequer 1983-89

• Lord Donoughue - Senior Policy Adviser to the Labour Prime 
Minister (first Harold Wilson, then James Callaghan) 1974-79.

• Lord Fellowes - Assistant Private Secretary to the Queen 1977-86, 
Deputy Private Secretary to the Queen 1986-90, Private Secretary 
to the Queen 1990-99.

• Rt Rev Peter Forster - Bishop of Chester
• Sir Martin Jacomb - Deputy Chairman of Barclays Bank, Director 

of the Bank of England 1986-95.
• Baroness Nicholson - Liberal Democrat Peer
• Lord Turnbull - Permanent Secretary to the Treasury 1998-2002, 

Cabinet Secretary and Head of the Home Civil Service 2002-05.
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Restoring Balance & Trust

• Before the GWPF came into existence there was virtually no 
debate about global warming policy in the UK.

• There is no an increasingly lively debate
• Our main focus is to analyse climate policies and their 

economic and social implications
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Key Points

• Europe’s Green Obsession
• Lisbon Agenda Vs Green Agenda
• ‘A Green-Energy Basket Case’
• The Threat to EU Industry & Competitiveness
• The Scandal of Fuel Poverty
• Green Europe Shale Shocked
• Europe’s Suicidal Shale Reluctance
• The End of Europe’s Green Age?
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The Lisbon Agenda (2000)

• ‘To make the EU the 
most competitive 
and dynamic 
knowledge-based 
economy in the 
world capable of 
sustainable 
economic growth 
with more and 
better jobs and 
greater social 
cohesion by 2010.’
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EU Obsession: The Green Agenda
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Green Energy Consensus

Europe’s green energy policy
EU "20-20-20" climate and energy package 

• 20% reduction in EU CO2 emissions from 1990 
levels by 2020

• 20% of EU energy produced from renewables
• 20% improvement in EU energy efficiency.
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Reality Check: Unemployment
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Eurostat estimates that some 26.5 million men and women are 
currently unemployed in the EU-27

Youth unemployment rates, EU-27 and EA-17, 
seasonally adjusted, January 2000 - January 2012.



EU Youth Unemployment

In Greece, youth unemployment today is a staggering 65%
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Eurostat estimates that some 26.5 million men and women are 
currently unemployed in the EU-27



Europe’s Competitiveness Crisis 
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Europe’s Green Energy Fiasco
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Green Europe Shale Shocked
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Energy Price Shock: EU vs US
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Source: World Bank Commodity Markets.
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Shale Revolution Is Killing Europe’s Green Agenda



Europe’s Response
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Unintended Consequence: 
Europe’s Coal Boom
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Cheap Energy & Industrial Revival
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High Energy Costs Threatens Industry
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Good Bye Green Europe
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• As new dollars pour into the 
United States, the outflow of 
industries from Europe is costing 
jobs and weighing on decisions 
about ambitious and expensive 
green-friendly policies that critics 
say are contributing to the 
energy-price gap.
• US gas prices last year dropped 
to a quarter of the European price 
and a growing number of 
European manufacturers have 
announced plans to invest across 
the Atlantic. “



Green Energy Threats Industry
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Europe ‘Kills Green Agenda’
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‘A Green-Energy Basket Case’
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US Shale Shock Rocks Europe’s Green Energy Strategy



Rising Energy Bills Threaten 
Families
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Energy Poverty In Green Europe
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UK Fuel Poverty 
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15% Of Germans Face Energy Poverty



EU Energy Crisis Summit 22 May 
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The Situation in Britain

UK energy policy is based on 
2008 Climate Change Act

• 80% cut in CO2 emissions by 2050
• 30% of electricity from renewables by 

2020

• In 2008, the Labour Government 
created the Department of Energy and 
Climate Change to advance this green 
energy agenda
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Climate Change Act 2008

Introduced by Labour Government 
and supported by
• Conservative Party
• Liberal Democrats
• Scottish National Party
• Democratic Unionist Party
• 50 green NGOs
• Confederation of British Industry
• Trades Unions
• Only 5 MPs voted against the Act
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The Consensus Crumbles

The Copenhagen 
Fiasco

• 2009 UN climate 
summit flops

• International 
deadlock solidifies

• Developing nations 
demand $100bn 
climate aid – p.a.
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The Consensus Crumbles
Public Backlash
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The Consensus Crumbles

January 2013 39



January 2013

“Britain could have enough shale 
gas to heat every home for 1,500 
years, according to new estimates 
that suggest reserves are 200 times 
greater than experts previously 
believed. The British Geological 
Survey is understood to have 
increased dramatically its official 
estimate of the amount of shale gas 
to between 1,300 trillion and 1,700 
trillion cubic feet, dwarfing its 
previous estimate of 5.3 trillion cubic 
feet. It is thought that it will be 
technically possible to recover up to 
a fifth of this gas, making Britain’s 
shale rocks potentially as bountiful 
as those in the US. …”

New BGS Estimate:
Britain may hold 1,300 to 
1,700 Trillion Cubic Feet



Europe’s Great Shale Battle
Growth Agenda Vs Green Agenda
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Europe’s Suicidal Shale Reluctance
• Europe to decide between CHEAP energy strategy 

and EXPENSIVE energy agenda
• Between GROWTH or STAGNATION
• If the green lobby continues to block the shale 

revolution, Europe will become the only big 
economic bloc without significant energy 
resources. 

• North America, India, China, Africa and Latin 
America will all have access to cheap and abundant 
conventional and unconventional gas and oil.

• Europe’s economy would decline further and 
industrial relocation will accelerate.

Global Warming Policy Foundation 42


	Heat Or Eat?� Europe’s Failed Climate Policy
	Global Warming Policy Foundation�
	Global Warming Policy Foundation�
	Restoring Balance & Trust
	Key Points
	The Lisbon Agenda (2000)
	EU Obsession: The Green Agenda
	Green Energy Consensus
	Reality Check: Unemployment
	EU Youth Unemployment
	Europe’s Competitiveness Crisis 
	Europe’s Green Energy Fiasco
	Green Europe Shale Shocked
	Energy Price Shock: EU vs US
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Europe’s Response
	Unintended Consequence: �Europe’s Coal Boom
	Slide Number 19
	Cheap Energy & Industrial Revival
	High Energy Costs Threatens Industry
	Good Bye Green Europe
	Green Energy Threats Industry
	Europe ‘Kills Green Agenda’
	Slide Number 25
	‘A Green-Energy Basket Case’
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Rising Energy Bills Threaten Families
	Energy Poverty In Green Europe
	UK Fuel Poverty 
	Slide Number 32
	15% Of Germans Face Energy Poverty
	EU Energy Crisis Summit 22 May 
	The Situation in Britain
	Climate Change Act 2008
	The Consensus Crumbles
	The Consensus Crumbles�Public Backlash
	The Consensus Crumbles
	Slide Number 40
	Europe’s Great Shale Battle�Growth Agenda Vs Green Agenda
	Europe’s Suicidal Shale Reluctance

